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EPA Stormwater Rule

üPhase I in effect 1990

¸ WA permits issued 1995

üPhase II added to federal rule in 1987. 

üMunicipal stormwater discharges under 

permits are ñpoint source discharges.ò



What Municipal Permits Regulate

Discharges from municipal separate storm 
sewer systems (MS4). 

A regulated MS4 is 

ü A conveyance structure with drainage  

ü Publicly owned 

ü Designed or used for collecting or conveying stormwater

ü Not a combined sewer system 

ü Not part of a Publicly Owned Treatment Works

ü Located in urbanized areas as defined by the US Census 
Bureau; and serve a population of more than 1,000, or 
brought in by Ecology review.



What Municipal Permits Regulate

Types of Discharges:

¸ A storm sewer system which discharges to 
surface waters - regulated

¸ Storm sewer system which discharges to 
ground ïnot regulated under federal rules

¸ Non-municipal discharge directly to surface 
water body or ground water ïnot regulated
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Phase I and Phase II Areas Covered

3 Municipal Stormwater General Permits, 

effective February 16, 2007

¸ Phase II Eastern Washington

¸ Phase II Western Washington

¸ Phase I (reissued)

üWSDOT permit issued in Feb 2009



Phase I Area Covered:

üEntire unincorporated area of Clark, King, 

Pierce, and Snohomish Counties, and 

üArea within the cities of Seattle and Tacoma

Operating under municipal 

stormwater permits since 

1995 (Clark Co 1998)



Phase II Areas Covered:

Census defined urban areas

üFor regulated cities; entire incorporated 
city

üFor regulated Counties; area is census 
defined urban areas and associated 
unincorporated UGAs

¸ Except ñbubbleò cities



Census Defined Urbanized Areas In Washington:

Å  Bellingham Å  Clarkston

Å  Bremerton Å  Spokane

Å  Longview/Kelso Å  Tri-cities

Å  Marysville Å  Wenatchee

Å  Mount Vernon Å  Yakima

Å  Olympia/Lacey

Å  Seattle 





2003 Legislative Report

Recomendations



ñBubbleò Cities:

ÅEcology must evaluate

ÅCities not located in census urbanized areas

ÅPermit does not cover unincorporated UGAs

ÅWWA: Anacortes, Port Angeles, Oak Harbor, 

Aberdeen, Centralia

ÅEWA: Ellensburg, Walla Walla, Pullman, 

Sunnyside, Moses Lake



Special Purpose Districts:

Å  Public ports

ü Irrigation districts 

üPublic schools, universities

üState agencies 

üDiking and drainage districts, flood control 
districts 

Secondary permittees generally have reduced 
permit requirements. 
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Permit Requirements

EPA Regulations

ü Establishes an outline for a  Stormwater

Management Program 

ü EPA generally left details up to the states 



6 Minimum Measures
Stormwater Management 

Program (SWMP):

üPublic Education and 
Outreach

üPublic Involvement 
and Participation

üIllicit Discharge Detection and Elimination

üConstruction Site Stormwater Runoff Control

üPost Construction Stormwater Management

üPollution Prevention for Municipal Operations



Phase I Permit Additional Requirements:

üSource Control Program

üStructural Stormwater Program

üStormwater Monitoring

¸ Discharges

¸ Program effectiveness

¸ BMP effectiveness
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Ecology  Administration 

üMunicipal stormwater permits 

¸ Phase I

¸ Phase II Eastern

¸ Phase II Western

¸ Reissuance schedule: June 2012

ÅBiggest changes: Low impact development and 

monitoring.



Ecology Administration

ÅRegional implementation

ÅTechnical assistance  

ÅGrants and loans

ÅAnnual reports

ÅAudit local programs
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Permit Requirements for new and 

redevelopment projects

üAdopt regulations for controlling runoff:

¸ Construction 

¸ Post construction

¸ Maintenance standards

üSite plan review  

üInspections 

üEnforcement



Coming Soon: Low Impact Development

üStormwater and land use management strategy

üConserves native vegetation and mimics pre-

disturbance hydrology

üDistributed BMPs integrated into project design.


