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Steve McLellan, Policy Director, Recreation and Conservation Office, 902-3021
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Please direct all comments to Wendy Brown by August 13, 2010.

Creation of an invasive species emergency response fund

Statement of Need
The land, water, and other natural resources of Washington are severely impacted by an increasing number of harmful invasive species.  Invasions by these species are damaging to the environment and public health and causing economic hardship within the state.  Invasive species present a serious threat to industries vital to the economy of Washington, including but not limited to the agriculture, plant nursery, forestry, recreational boating, fishing, hunting, hydroelectric, transportation, and tourism industries.  Failure to eradicate or control new infestations of invasive species will reduce the productivity of ecosystems and industries in the state, potentially resulting in the loss of business and existing jobs.

The creation of an invasive species emergency response fund is proposed to enable state and local agencies to take the first steps to respond quickly to and eradicate new invasive species infestations.  With invasive species, there is usually a short window of opportunity between the introduction of a species and its spread.  Oftentimes, that short window is spent locating funds to initiate a response, which an agency is not always able to do.  The goal of this fund is for state and local agencies to have resources available so they can quickly eradicate new infestations.  
Following are several examples of how a quick response not only prevents the spread of invading species, but at significantly cheaper cost than tackling the problem once the plants and animals are established.
· An infestation of kudzu was discovered in Clark County, WA in 2001.  A quick response by the Clark County Noxious Weed Board eradicated the infestation in two years for less than $50,000.  In contrast, states in the southwestern U.S. spend an estimated $50 million per year on kudzu control.
· Oregon has spent approximately $500,000 since 2001 to eradicate feral swine.  With fewer and fewer wild pigs found and removed each year, this undertaking is proving successful.  To put this cost in perspective, the state of Texas spends $52 million per year just to control their massive feral swine populations.
· In California, a rapid response to Caulerpa taxifolia, a marine algae, cost $1.5 million and resulted in a total eradication.  With this well-organized and effective response, California and the other west-coast states have avoided the fate of the Mediterranean where this species smothers over more than 32,000 acres of seabed.
Invasive species are a classic case of pay now or pay later. Modest investments made up front will prevent Washington from paying a steep price in the future. The intention of this fund is to have quick and low-cost responses become the norm. The Invasive Species Emergency Response Fund will benefit the industries and natural resources of Washington, and, will reduce state spending on more extensive eradication efforts. Revenue into the Invasive Species Emergency Response Fund would be sustainable, tied to methods responsible for the introduction and spread of invasive species, and dedicated for this purpose.
MAJOR PROVISIONS OF POSSIBLE LEGISLATION
1. Create a fund for the control and eradication of invasive species infestations that are newly discovered.

2. Distributions will take the form of grants to state and local agencies as approved by the Washington Invasive Species Council.

3. The Washington Invasive Species Council will develop rules for distributing the funds. Rules must be enacted before funds may be distributed.

4. The Recreation and Conservation Office will provide grant management services.

5. Funding will come from the following three sources: 

a. 1% of the Marine Fuel Tax Refund Account (aquatic invasive species are introduced from and spread on boat hulls, from raw water on boats, and from ballast water)

b. 1% of the Off-Road Vehicle Use Permit Fee (off-road vehicles are known to introduce and spread terrestrial invasive species)

c. 0.05% increase in the tire fee (tires on motorized vehicles are known to spread invasive species along transportation corridors).

Based on estimates, together these sources would provide slightly more than $500,000 a biennium for the emergency fund and grant management ($85,000 from the Marine Fuel Tax Refund, $80,000 from Off-Road Vehicle Permit Fee, and $350,000 from increased tire fee).
affected state and local agencies
Washington State Department of Agriculture
Washington Department of Ecology

Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife

Washington Department of Natural Resources

Washington State Parks and Recreation Commission

Washington State Department of Transportation

County weed boards

Washington State Association of Counties
Association of Washington Cities
AFFECTED STAKEHOLDERS

Tire dealers
Off-road vehicle advocacy groups

AAA Washington

Recreational Boating Association of Washington

Northwest Marine Trades Association
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