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Legislative Update and Call 
to Action

! Committee Work Program
! Bill Proposal Process
! Legislative Priorities
! Resources/Contacts
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Committee Work Program

! Weekly conference calls during session 
with debriefing meeting at end of 
session

! Bill reviews and recommendations
! Bill proposals  
! Coalition work with other stakeholders; 

participate on task forces and other 
committees

! Education/outreach via presentations, 
publications, newsletters and other 
formats

! Revise and publish legislative priorities
Thursday, December 10, 2009



APA WashingtonÕs 
Legislative Priorities

! 2009 Smart Growth Strategy
! Six principles to guide a smart 

growth strategy
! Ten recommendations for 

legislative action
! www.washington-apa.org/documents/

2009SmartGrowthStrategy
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Six Principles to Guide a 
Smart Growth Strategy
! Build on strong public support for 

environmental protection
! Create statutory clarity
! Promote efficient governance
! Focus state investments
! Promote housing affordability
! Provide resources for planning
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Ten Recommendations for 
Legislative Action
! Amend RCW 36.70A.020 (10) to recognize the 

role that compact urban development and 
multi-modal transportation can play in 
reducing greenhouse gas emissions

! Amend RCW 36.70A.070 (6) to include 
multimodal transportation strategies in 
concurrency statutes; include transit-oriented 
development as a concurrency strategy

! Amend 47.80 to require that reductions in 
vehicle miles traveled and greenhouse gas 
emissions be addressed regionally
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Ten Recommendations for 
Legislative Action (contÕd)
! Amend RCW 36.70A.480 and RCW 90.58 to 

eliminate the gap in the protection of 
shorelines of the state

! Amend RCW 36.70A.190 to create "safe 
harbors" for local governments by making 
GMA-related WAC rules mandatory

! Amend RCW 36.70A.110 to prohibit the 
expansion of urban growth areas into 
floodplains

! Amend RCW 36.70A.3201 to restore a balance 
between local decision making and compelling 
state interests
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Ten Recommendations for 
Legislative Action (contÕd)
! Amend RCW 36.70A.040 and .280 to 

require Special Purpose Districts to 
plan under the GMA

! Amend RCW 36.70A.103 and .280 to 
make state agencies are subject to the 
GMA as part of a statewide smart 
growth strategy

! Provide new local revenue and 
financing options for cities and 
counties to support growth and natural 
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Bill review, tracking and 
recommendations
! 175 bills brought to LC with 139 

tracked in 2009 session, including bills 
related to the following issues
¥ Annexation Ð 17 

¥ Budget - 11

¥ Economic development and infrastructure 
funding Ð 10

¥ Environment and climate change - 36

¥ GMA and land use -41
¥ Housing - 13

¥ Transportation -18
¥ Water, shorelines -5
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Bill review, tracking and 
recommendations (contÕd)
! 175 bills reduced to 139 tracked and 

then reduced down to a watch list of 34 
bills moving in middle of March

! Tracking on LegislatureÕs webpage at 
http://dlr.leg.wa.gov/billtracking
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Recommendation became law

! HB 1967 - prohibiting expansion 
of urban growth areas into 100 
year flood plains 
¥ If West of the Cascades and if the 

river has a mean annual flow of 
1,000 or more cubic feet per second, 
a city or town is prohibited from 
expanding a UGA into the 100 year 
flood plain.
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Bill Proposal 
! Proactive Subcommittee (Bill Proposal)  

has become an Ad Hoc Subcommittee 
of the Chapter, with Ivan Miller the 
Chair 

! Update of the Bill Proposal 
Subcommittee activities in the cover 

 story of OctoberÕs edition of The 
Washington Planner

 http://www.washington-apa.org/
documents/200910Newsletter.pdf
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Bill Proposal (contÕd)

! Two legislative proposals
Subarea plan adoption 

statutes 
 Fully contained communities 
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Bill Proposal (contÕd)
! The subarea plan bill would clarify the scope of 

subarea plan amendments that are exempt 
from the "once a year" limitation on 
comprehensive plan amendments (at RCW 
36.70A.130 (2)(a)(i))

! The current statute allows an exemption but 
only for subarea plans that do not modify plan 
policies and designations, thereby limiting the 
scope of this exemption

! The subcommittee agreed that a proposed bill 
should allow subarea plans to modify the 
comprehensive plan policies and designations 
applicable to the subarea in order to clarify, 
supplement, or implement jurisdiction-wide 
comprehensive plan policies if the cumulative 
impacts are addressed under SEPA 
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Bill Proposal (contÕd)
! The fully contained communities 

(FCCs) bill would amend 36.70A.350 
and limit new FCCs to counties east of 
the crest of the Cascade mountain 
range that is planning under GMA

! The process to establish an FCC would 
remain a part of the urban growth area 
designation procedures 

! Existing FCCs would not be affected by 
the bill 
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Bill Proposal (contÕd)
! Currently, we understand that both 

bills will be introduced by 
Representative Geoff Simpson in the 
House Local Government Committee 

! We are working with committee staff 
to finalize the language of these 
proposals 

! For more information, contact Joe 
Tovar, who is leading our efforts, at 
(206) 391-4956 or jtovar@comcast.net

 or Ivan Miller at 206-464-7549 or 
theseattlemillers@hotmail.com
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Update Legislative Priorities 
for 2010 Legislative Session
! Review 2009 priorities and 

accomplishments to retain, delete 
and/or add priorities

! Review 2009 recommendations 
to retain, delete and/or add 
recommendations

! Add bills being proposed by APA 
WA
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Update Legislative Priorities 
for 2010 Legislative Session

! Present to Executive 
Committee and members of 
APA WA Board for approval

! Provide to Legislators and 
others 
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Resources/Contacts
! APA WA website:  

www.washington-apa.org   

! Legislature website:  
www1.leg.wa.gov/legislature 

! Legislative Committee
  Esther Larsen (509) 477-5709 

 elarsen@spokanecounty.org
Josh D. Peters, AICP (360) 385-9167
jpeters@co.jefferson.wa.us
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