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Legislative Committee

Bill Review Process and Timeline

The following describes the process by which proposed legislation ("bills") is to be reviewed, discussed, and for recommended positions to be transmitted to the Chapter President by the legislative committee.

1. 
All relevant deadlines are shown in the diagram below, with a distinction between bills with a Monday/Tuesday hearing and all the rest.  Both sets of bills have fixed deadlines that work for the additional steps in the process (note that members can send the reviews earlier than the deadline, which provides additional time for the subsequent steps in the process).

2.
Legislative committee members' bill reviews are to be sent to the entire legislative committee list by committee members themselves.  This provides the maximum amount of time for members to review one another's bill reviews, if they desire to do so (there is limited time for this step). 

3. 
Comments on another committee members' bill review should be sent only to the co‑chairs.  This is to avoid overload in the number of emails circulating.  If there are major concerns raised, it will be at the co‑chairs’ discretion to ask the committee for additional discussion and comment.  The optional Tuesday phone call during session may be the most appropriate time for this additional discussion.

4. 
After all comments are received, the Chapter President will send a letter to the appropriate legislators and legislative staff.  The Chapter President will send a copy to the entire legislative committee list.
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For More Information:

· WA‑APA Leg Committee: http://www.washington‑apa.org/aWAapa/lCommittee.shtml 
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