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The 2010 legislative session is lurking, 

skulking and looming.  Starting on 

January 11 th , this session is scheduled 

to endure for 60 days.  While there 

are many scenarios about what may 

occur, they all concern the $2.6 billion 

budget deficit.  What we do know is 

that policy committees have only 

three weeks to hear bills ï meaning 

about six hearings for these 

committees before they must start 

passing bills out.  

The common refrain is this is not the 

session to enact major policy change.   

I do not expect to see any bills that 

would change land use policy in 

Washington State, unless it is budget 

driven.  The Governorôs natural 

resources regulatory reform effort put 

several large reorganization proposals 

out for public comment; but even 

combining agencies has an initial cost 

that this budget cannot abide.   While 

there may be some changes to the 

various environmental and natural 

resource agencies, these will be done 

mostly by executive order ï such as 

streamlining certain grant programs.   

During the interim between legislative 

sessions there was speculation that 

the GMA shop might be moved from 

the Department of Commerce 

(previously the Department of 

Community, Trade and Economic 

Development).  Currently, it appears 

it will stay put.  

Regarding annexation issues, I do not 

think either the city or the county 

associations are intending to pursue 

any legislation.  They will likely focus 

on GMA update timelines that are 

impacting local government budgets 

as the Puget Sound region deadline 

for comprehensive plan update 

approaches.  In addition, most of 

these jurisdictions are also performing 

shoreline policy updates.  They do not 

have the resources to do both with the 

existing cuts to their planning 

departments.  

 

Continued on page 3 . 
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New Yearôs Greeting & Budget 

Scott Greenberg, AICP  

PRESIDENTôS MESSAGE 

On behalf of the APA Washington 

Board of Directors, I would like to 

wish all of our members a Happy New 

Year!  Letôs hope that 2010 ushers in 

an economic rebound.  And speaking 

of economicsé 

One of the most important tasks the 

APA Washington Board of Directors 

must complete every year is adopting 

a budget for the Chapter.  In 

November, we approved a balanced 

budget that required some difficult 

choices.  In 2008, we approved a 

balanced budget for 2009 that 

required dipping into our reserve 

funds for the first time in many years.  

It was raining pretty hard at the end 

of 2008, so using our ñrainy day fundò 

was appropriate.   

 

In 2009 the steady rain became 

torrential as revenues from dues, 

advertisements and our annual 

conference were lower than projected.  

While we held the line on costs, some 

one - time increases were allowed, such 

as extra cost for our newsletter re -

design.  We donôt have final numbers 

for 2009 yet, but we expect a 

negative balance requiring another dip 

into reserves.  Understanding this 

scenario was probable, Chapter 

Treasurer Brad Medrud prepared a 

2010 budget that assumed a zero 

ñending fund balanceò at the end of 

2009 and significant reductions in 

both revenues and expenses. The 

following is a summary of the adopted 

budgets for 2009 and 2010:  

Continued on page 4 . 

INCOME 2009  2010  

Advertisements/
Sponsorships  

$15,000  $7,000  

Chapter Dues Rebate  $55,000  $42,000  

State Conference  $199,000  $120,000  

Other  $4,050  $1,850  

Transfer From Reserves  $9,325  <$100>  

TOTAL INCOME  $282,375  $170,750  

EXPENSES 2009  2010  

Administration  
(incl. office)  

$38,925  $21,550  

Committees/Programs  $47,500  $28,600  

State Conference  $183,250  $112,750  

Student Scholarship  $3,000  $3,000  

Section Subsidies  $9,700  $4,850  

TOTAL EXPENSES  $282,375  $170,750  
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This sessionôs budget cuts will be 

more severe than last session.  There 

will be no more federal stimulus 

money coming to save the day.  The 

federal money that was accepted last 

session came with maintenance of 

effort restrictions that limit what the 

State Legislature can cut this session.    

The Governorôs supplemental budget 

proposal was released on December 

9 th .   It contained major cuts to what is 

left of the human servicesô safety net, 

the basic health plan, tuition 

subsidies, and child care.  Yet that 

hardly made a dent in the budget 

shortfall, thus $900,000,000 was 

taken from the rainy day fund and the 

end - fund balance.  The Governor 

announced that this budget proposal 

was unacceptable and that she 

intends to release another budget 

proposal in January, which will include 

tax increases to buy back some of the 

cuts she made in her current proposal.  

 

The Governorôs plans to resubmit 

another budget proposal provides 

some hope.  Unlike last session, the 

Governor and Democratic legislative 

leadership are openly discussing tax 

increases to address some of the 

budget woes.  What remains to be 

seen is whether they are similarly 

open to providing revenue tools to 

local governments as well.  I expect 

the county association to pursue a 

utility tax for the unincorporated 

portions of the county as they did last 

session.  The city association will 

continue to pursue a street utility tax 

similar to the one they had before the 

State Supreme Court struck it down.  

LEGISLATION, contôd. 
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Here are some facts about the 2010 

budget.  Total non -conference 

revenues were reduced by 31%.  

Advertising revenues are expected to 

fall by 53%.  Revenues from Chapter 

dues revenues were reduced by 24% 

due to a reduction in memberships, 

which is a nationwide phenomenon, 

and APAôs new per-member charge to 

Chapters.  

Total non -conference expenses were 

reduced by 41%.  Expenses for the 

APA Seattle office were cut 37% and 

expenses for the Legislative 

Committee, which includes the State 

lobbyist, were reduced by 37%.  

Subsidies to Sections are half of last 

yearôs subsidies. 

Members will undoubtedly see the 

impacts from these budget cuts.  For 

instance, members can expect less 

involvement from our Chapter 

Administrator, Andrew Estep, in our 

committees and activities.  This also 

means more opportunities for 

volunteers!  Members might see 

potentially fewer Section activities, 

although some Sections have healthy 

reserves which might temper the 

budget reduction.  Board meetings will 

be cut back from four meetings to 

three meetings ðone at the annual 

conference and the other two in the 

Puget Sound area.  We will need more 

volunteers to help with the annual 

conference, due to reduced 

management fee for our conference 

planners.  Finally, members may see a 

potential dues increase, which will 

need to be voted on by members, and 

potentially higher conference 

registration costs.  

This budget may be revisited early 

this year as we receive our final 

numbers for 2009.  If we end 2009 in 

the black, we may add back some 

services and activities that were cut 

from the budget and/or replenish our 

reserves.  

Also, to help increase and stabilize our 

revenues, I appointed a committee to 

study the feasibility of a full 

sponsorship program rather than 

individual ñasksò for each Chapter and 

Section activity.  Other non -profits 

have tried this approach with success.  

If youôre interested in serving on this 

committee, please let me know.  

Our 2010 annual conference will be in 

the Tri -Cities during the first week of 

October.  Iôve appointed Sharon 

Wright as the conference Chairperson.  

We are looking for volunteers to serve 

on the program, sponsorship and host 

committees.  Please let me know if 

youôre interested. 

 

ñAll right, but apart from the 

sanitation, medicine, education, 

wine, public order, irrigation, 

roads, the fresh water system 

and public health, what have 

the Romans ever done for us?ò   

  

 -Monty Pythonôs ñLife of Brianò  
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Tribal Transportation Grant Awards  

Michael Cardwell, AICP  

The Federal Transit 

Administration 

recently announced 

the selection of public 

projects funded 

through the American 

Recovery and 

Recovery Act (ARRA) and the Tribal 

Transit Program.  These grants will 

assist with public transportation on 

Indian Reservations.  The funding is 

authorized under the Safe, 

Accountable, Flexible, Efficient 

Transportation Equity Act: A Legacy 

for Users (SAFETEA -LU), Section 3013 

(c) ï Non -urbanized Area Formula 

Program.  ARRA Tribal Transit funding 

may be used only for capital 

expenditures while the Non -urbanized 

Area Formula Program may be used 

for capital projects, operating costs 

and planning activities.   

The Native Sovereign Nations that 

neighbor with Idaho, Oregon and 

Washington were awarded nine ARRA 

projects worth $3,539,153, which is 

approximately 21 percent of the $17 

million available nationwide.  When 

you compare the awards within the 

region to the amount available 

through the Non -urbanized Area 

Formula Program, you realize that the 

tribal transportation planners within 

our region have a lot to be proud of!   

Tribal Transportation Planning 

Organization (TTPO) Chairman Kirk 

Vinish, AICP (Lummi) and Washington 

APA Board of Directors member 

Michael Cardwell, AICP (Tulalip/

Quinault) submitted a session 

proposal for the National APA 

Conference on Tribal Transit ï 

Everybody on the Bingo Bus.  It was 

submitted through the Indigenous 

Planners Section.  The TTPO and the 

Washington APA Board of Directors 

met at Tulalip on October 9 th .   

All the ARRA - funded projects help 

empower mobility on Indian 

Reservations and will link communities 

together.  It also follows the mandate 

of SAFETEA -LU to coordinate 

transportation plans.  Additional 

versions of the federal legislation will 

hopefully shed even more light on how 

tribe and non - tribal agencies can get 

along.       
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