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This article follows up on Bill 

Mandevilleôs thoughtful piece in the 

last issue of the APA Washington 

newsletter, ñWhatôs In a Name?ò  Bill 

asked how the Washington State 

Department of Commerceôs focus on 

its new mission to ñgrow and improve 

jobs in Washingtonò might affect 

planning in this state.  He suggests 

that it may lead to planners retooling 

to produce plans to support the 

Washington Economic Development 

Commissionôs vision of future 

economic growth as described in their 

strategy, The Washington Innovation 

Economy .  

 

While that may be true, changes at 

the Department of Commerce are 

being driven by major shifts underway 

in our national and global economy.   

These shifts are already having a 

profound effect on planning in this 

state, and provide a tremendous 

opportunity to highlight the critical 

importance of planning.  

 

 

On November 1, Commerce delivered 

a report to Governor Gregoire and the 

Legislature entitled, Defining 

Commerce: Next Steps in Our Mission 

to Grow and Improve Jobs .  

The report was required as part of 

EHB2242, adopted by the Legislature 

in 2009.  In addition to creating the 

new Department of Commerce, the 

Legislature directed Commerce to 

propose a new mission and 

organization to carry it out.  

Produced after six months of intensive 

conversations with its partners and 

stakeholders, Commerceôs report 

includes a set of principles and 

priorities to guide its work.  It then 

offers two potential options for 

organization of the agency.  Both 

options include moving some 

programs out of the agency and 

moving some programs into the 

agency from other parts of state 

government.   

Continued on page 3 . 
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Report from ñAmericaôs Vancouverò 

Scott Greenberg, AICP  

PRESIDENTôS MESSAGE 

I just returned from our annual 

conference in Vancouver (ñAmericaôs 

Vancouverò according to Mayor Royce 

Pollard).  What a great few days of 

learning, networking and re -ener -

gizing!  Our keynote speakers lived up 

to their billing: Dr. Robert Lang 

intrigued us with his 50 -year vision of 

the Cascade Megapolitan area 

stretching down the I -5 corridor from 

Vancouver, B.C. to Eugene and even 

across the Cascades to Bend ï all 

connected by various types of high 

speed rail.  Dr. Michael Shadow taught 

us how to frame our messages and 

reframe othersô messages.  Dr. Avi 

Friedman closed the conference with a 

moving presentation on the links 

between land use and obesity (after 

we enjoyed ice cream sundaeséoops).   

Many, many thanks to the following 

people for their hard work to make 

this yearôs conference one of our best 

(my apologies and thanks to anyone 

Iôve missed): 

Conference Chair: Laura Hudson  

Program Committee: Corrinne 

Atkinson (Co -Chair), Sharon Wright 

(Co -Chair), Chip Davis, Gary 

Albrecht, Jackie Lynch, Nancy Bird, 

Amanda Smeller, Nancy Eklund  

Host Committee: Chad Eiken 

(Chair), Derek Chisholm, Kent 

Anderson, Alan Boguslawski, Brian 

Carrico, Karyn Criswell, Erin 

Erdman, Sarah Fox, Alisa Pyszka, 

Larry Vasquez  

Sponsorship Committee: Robert 

Thorpe, Derek Chisholm, Jamie 

Howsley, Roger Wagoner, Len 

Zickler  

Student Poster Displays: Gabe 

Snedeker, Tirrell Black  

Event Dynamics: Joanie Pop, Ginger 

Gray, Stacie Hart  

I came away with a renewed sense of 

purpose.  The conference reminded 

me that it is our job as planners to 

look to the future ð20, 50, even 100  

Continued on page 4 . 
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One option would result in a smaller 

agency with programs focused on the 

new mission; the other would include 

a broader set of programs that 

includes more community capacity 

building to support economic growth.  

In a strong demonstration of the 

departmentôs commitment to local 

planning as a foundation for building 

community capacity and economic 

development, the Growth 

Management Services program will 

remain an integral part of the 

Department of Commerce under 

either option.  

As Commerce staff developed the 

report, they extensively researched 

how Washingtonôs climate for job 

creation and retention compares to 

other states, using over forty 

economic indicators.  The results of 

this research are included in the 

appendices of Commerceôs report and 

provide a wealth of information that 

will be useful to planners.  Despite the 

recent severe downturns in our stateôs 

economy, it remains very strong 

relative to other states.  A cross -state 

comparison of income per job, job 

growth, income growth and low 

poverty levels showed that only one 

state exceeded Washington in all four 

metrics.  Commerceôs report calls for 

us all to recognize our stateôs 

strengths and build on them to 

continue to increase our global 

competitiveness.  The agency commits 

to establishing a scorecard for 

tracking progress on improving 

Washingtonôs competitiveness and 

publishing the results in an annual 

competitiveness report.  

In addition to a focus on the stateôs 

competitiveness, Commerceôs report 

identifies several other priorities for its 

future work:  

Education and Workforce Training  

Infrastructure Investment  

More Efficient Regulation (not 

lowering regulatory standards, but 

improving the efficiency with which 

they are implemented)  

Building Community Capacity (the 

Commerce report states: ñA strong 

economy requires a strong 

community as a foundation.ò) 

Rural Focus (actions that can reduce 

the gap in prosperity between urban 

and rural economies in Washington)  

Sector Focus (actions that can 

further enhance sectors of the 

economy with potential for 

significant growth)  

Continued on page 10 . 
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years ðand lay the groundwork today 

for the communities of tomorrow.  Itôs 

hard to comprehend the really long -

term vision (50 -100 years) that Dr. 

Lang and groups like the Cascade 

Land Conservancy have in a fast food, 

gotta have it now world.  The 1950ôs 

and 60ôs were full of visionaries.  

Those were different times when 

everyone could get excited about the 

vision of the future ðthe 21 st  century.  

Who didnôt want a flying car, a picture 

phone and the ability to cook dinner in 

a magic machine by pressing a 

button?   

Paraphrasing Dr. Shadow, by framing 

our message and using appropriate 

words, we can get our decisionmakers 

to see an exciting future ðone filled 

with many choices for transportation, 

housing, jobs and our sustainable 

communities.  We need to keep that 

long - term vision in mind as we deal 

with the day - to -day minutiae of our 

profession.   As many of us begin 

work on our 2011 Comprehensive Plan 

updates, the message I heard was to 

think big, and understand how even 

little actions we take today can 

dramatically affect our future.  

ñGo confidently in the direction of your 

dreams. Live the life you have 

imagined. ò (Henry David Thoreau) 
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