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ñWhatôs in a name?ò asks the lovely 

Juliet.  If she was talking about the 

State of Washingtonôs new 

Department of Commerce, she may 

discover that a change in names 

means quite a bit.  

This summer, the State of 

Washingtonôs Department of 

Community, Trade and Economic 

Development changed its name to the 

Department of Commerce.  The 

change resulted from legislation to 

create an agency to effectively lead 

economic development throughout the 

State.  The mission of the new 

Department of Commerce is quite 

simple.  It is to grow and improve jobs 

in Washington State.  

For several hundred thousand good 

reasons, the new Department of 

Commerceôs mission is to create jobs.  

Washingtonôs unemployment rate is at 

an all - time high, with over 300,000  

jobless residents.  Rising 

unemployment combined with falling  

tax revenues is crippling local 

governments.  Many have moved 

beyond budget cuts and are now 

shutting down entire departments.     

In February, 2009, the Washington 

Economic Development Commission 

published ñThe Washington Innovation 

Economy:  New Economic Strategy for 

Prosperityò.  This report provides a 

preview of where the new Department 

of Commerce might be going.   

The Commissionôs report states 

regional collaboration is the 

cornerstone of job creation.  It sees 

the State as a leader in the 

development of smart infrastructure, a 

network of energy -efficient 

transportation and high -speed 

broadband systems.   
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Tightening our Belt  

Scott Greenberg, AICP  

PRESIDENTôS MESSAGE 

Like many of you, the APA Washington 

Board of Directors is working on our 

2010 budget and weôre finding that 

making ends meet requires some 

amount of sacrifice.  Our services are 

likely to be reduced next year to meet 

a 15% -20% budget shortfall.  During 

our October 9 th  Executive Committee 

meeting, I asked what was most 

important to the Chapter.  The answer 

was our administrative office, 

legislative efforts, committees/

outreach and our Sections.  These 

pretty much cover our whole budget!  

On the revenue side, our two largest 

sources are the annual conference and 

Chapter dues rebate from APA.  The 

conference is expected to provide 

some revenue this year, but not as 

much as expected.  This will bring our 

2009 budget ðwhich required dipping 

into our reserves ðfurther in the red.  

Our Chapter dues rebate may be 

effectively less when APA institutes a 

per -member fee next year.  News -

letter and website advertisements ð

other revenue sources ðare expected 

to remain at a very low level in 2009, 

so weôve lowered our expectations for 

2010.  This is not surprising as 

consulting firms have cut back 

marketing expenses and fewer job 

openings are being posted online.  

By the time this newsletter is 

published, we should have a good idea 

of how we can balance the budget.  

Donôt be surprised if our office 

administrators Andrew and Ann take a 

little longer to respond to your 

requests, we canôt get detailed reports 

on all planning - related legislation next 

year, or you are responsible for 

providing food for your next Section 

event.  An increase in Chapter dues is 

not anticipated for 2010, but may be 

considered in the future.  Our annual 

Chapter dues are currently $40 and 

have been at that level for years.  

Iôm expecting the budget to be 

approved at our Fall Board Meeting, 

November 11 th  at 12:30 pm at the 

Hilton Vancouver Washington Hotel.  

If youôre in town early for the annual 

conference, please join us.  Iôll report 

on the budget at our Annual Meeting 

on November 13 th  at lunch.  
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